FOREIGN INVESTMENT

JAPAN

Japanese businesses were responsible for 39 investment projects in France in 2021, generating 1,015 jobs in total. Japan was
the second leading Asian country for the number of projects and jobs created in France.
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They chose France in 2021

Nippon Suisan: One of the main Japanese
groups specializing in agri-food and fishing,
having acquired the French business Cité
Marine in 2007. It continues to invest in France
and in 2021 decided to set up a 12,000 sg. m.
production facility in Saint-Quentin (Hauts de
France region), with the aim of strengthening
the manufacturing and sales of seafood
products and vegetables produced in France,
which are intended for the French market.
Nippon Suisan plans to invest €32 million in
this project to set up equipment boasting the
latest production technologies and eventually
create 96 jobs. The production facility will be
operational in 2024.

Yanmar: Yanmar is one of the world leaders
in the design and manufacture of compact
construction machinery. The group continues
to invest in France in its mini-excavator factory
in Saint-Dizier (Grand Est region), to launch
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the production of several new models that
were previously only manufactured in Japan.
This project is worth €1.3 million, with 120 jobs
set to be created by 2023 and the doubling of
the site’s production capacity by 2026.
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Tokai Carbon: large Japanese group,
developer of graphite
products has announced an R&D partnership
project in France in the field of electric vehicles
between its French subsidiary, Tokai Cobex
Savoie, and the French battery startup, Verkor.
This is an innovative initiative to produce BAM
(negative electrode materials for batteries),
using existing production facilities for other
graphite products. As such, Tokai Cobex Savoie
SAS was the only certified Japanese group
among the 42 businesses to be subsidized by
the “Important Project of Common European
Interest” (IPCEI) in 2021.



Japanese businesses in France

There are over 670 subsidiaries of Japanese
businesses established in France, where they
employ more than 103,000 people.

A total of 39 new investments from Japan
were recorded in France in 2021, generating

represented practically half of Japanese
investment projects and three-quarters
of jobs created. R&D/engineering (18% of
projects) and decision-making centers (15%)
also made up an important share of projects.

Four sectors were responsible for more than
half of all projects and four jobs in every five:

JAPAN

Japan was the second largest contributor
to job creation in the medical equipment
sector in France and was third for machinery/
mechanical equipment.
Japanese investments were most often
located in lle de France (Paris region) (18%

of projects), followed by Grand Est (13%),
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